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Hall, who has said the people a 
In his district “would rather 0 
ride on dirt roads that be die- d 
tated to by a zoning ordinance/* z 
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Zoning 

Bath County 


OTHER SECTIONS OF INTEREST: 

AKTICLES. NOS-CO STORMING LSE. At xhe tha 
B * B *el*d, any tegil aciiviv.- tieir.ppujunl or **7 Vs 
wslnictun legally u^ed in a manner which does not coal re 't* 
Oninmiitt, mild bt cuoUmjed T fpW^g (t] any aMMcenfona- 
mg use is dl^conUnued for two years or (b) if x 
activity wert changed to a more limited waD-CDsformm?: urn i£A 
^uch existing use may ordy be thxsjred tD as ereo sm 
VLse. All nj&iv-ctmformmg uj^es wr^uki Deed & xouiag pera.i ^ x 
certificate of otoipaacy wtUbi 60 days of the of trJa 

Ordinance and ?och permits shall be is^oed pnwptiy apem ^rit- 
ten request of the owner or operator of a firming 

Tbe amslmtiois or use of a ncai-cnsifocmmg bdkikj or \xod 
area for which a permit was issued poor to the adoptirs* of tto 
Ordinance could proceed, provided the budding was completed 
within one year, or such use of the bjwl was established withm 
^0 days after the effective date of the Ordinance* 

Article S also spells out certain addili^tiai t^iikXkzm for 
non-conforming structures with regard to repair?, expea^w or 
enlargement, restoration or replacement, and change m fctnd 
boufidaries. 


* Jii»d >u*fMO of the Proposed Zoning Ordinance 
(he PtaMiiiig Commission in January 196a, ha_s 
This immmary is not a fil nor complete descrip- 
in i> tsion> of the Ordinance, it is intended unlv to 
m grtieral idea of what the Ordinance is and Whal 
rd at lb* public meeting on September 10. Those 
a in more cowplcle information should read the 
r Cooie* are on file at the codrthouse. 


THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND (iENERAL 
K THE PUBLIC, THE PROH)SED ZONING 
WOULD DIVIDE THE COUNTY INTO THE 
FOLLOWING DISTRICTS: 


rtOJHOTE 

SKrk o 

niNAHC* 


.pp irt’l.TrRAL LIMITED would cover portions of the 
' by open uses such as forests, parks, farms, takes. 

^rnwin 11 ' 1 ^ This district would be established to support 
* Rl P*' future farming operations and con.-crve natural 
(S * iU-v Structures to be erected and land would be used for 
^Tthiogs as single family dwellings, general farming and for- 
school and churches, lodges and hunt dubs. 

-i i r e in ThT UR AL. GFNKRAL would cover areas into 

^iefa JrbaJirlype development could expand as the need occurs. 

ii would surround residential sections and is the agri- 
pjturd area, along our major highways- This district would pro- 
rde for the orderly expansion of the towns, confine such urban 
-ifvekpojent to places which could feasibly be supplied with wa¬ 
tt and sewage connections as well as police and fire protection. 
>lnxtares and land would be used for such things as singie-fam- 
ijv dwellings, ^neral farming and forestry, schools and churches, 
fdf dubs, professional offices, general stores, motels, lodges, 
hast dubs and mobile home parks. 


1 RESIDENTIAL, LIMITED would be composed of cemin 
fuet, low-density residential areas plus open areas where similar 
nffiidmtial development appears likely to occur. The regulations 
n designed to stabilize ami protect the essential characteristics 
rftbe district, to promote and encourage a suitable environment 
far (wily life, and to prohibit commercial activities. Structures 
ad land would be used for such things as single- or two-family 
bae, st'ioofe, churches, rooming houses and tourist homes. 


1 KEVIDENTIAL CKKKRAl. wouM be com»«t^d f ccr- 
ba aediun to high concentration of residential uses, ordinan’y 
teal<d between residential and commercial areas, plus. c*;rt^; T '. 
jwaraw. where similar development seems hkelv to take prave 
iw ivryUtHins would protect the essential characteristics o; the 
*^a.rrvourage a suitable environment for family life, but at tN 
*** ^ Jn < allow some euavmereial activities which would not 
• traffic and crowds. Structures and larid us* wouui 
T| agks, two-, and multiple-family dwellings, rwoung 
b urist homes, rest homes, dubs gnd lodgv- pnd.-s.-i s-*- 
and huainoM nigna. 




I) What is Zoning? 

Zoning would be a master plan for the future de¬ 
velopment of our county. W& decide now what our county 
should be in the future: a beautiful place in which to live, 
to work, and to enjoy what nature has so generously 
given this area, or a cheap, polluted and littered country 
version of Coney Island? Without planning, the prospects 
for preserving the beauty that is Bath County today are 
almost zero. 


2) What is Proposed? 

The ‘Proposed Zoning Ordinance for Bath Coun¬ 
ty and the ‘Comprehensive Plan for the County of Bath’ 
call for dividing the county into five land us<? categories; 
conservation, agriculture, residential, commercial, and 
industrial. Development—other than recreation arid tim¬ 
bering—is not considered practicable in the 1120,000 moun¬ 
tain acres set aside for conservation. Agriculture-, mostly 
in the valleys, would continue to lie encouraged on some 
^2,000 acres. Intense residential development is seen for 
Bacova, Healing Springs, Hot Springs, Millboro, Mitchell- 
town and Warm Springs. Further commercial expansion 
would also lie pushed in these communities. About 2,200 
acres in six areas have been mapped for future industrial 

[and, m line with recommendations made in I960 by the 

in vision of Industrial Development. (The two largest in- 
count 1 PafkS ** P ro I Mxsed for lile eastern part of the 
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itacova. Healing Springy Hot Springs, M illboro, Mitchell- 
t«»v r». and Warm Springs. Further commercial expansion 
would also be pushed in these communities. About 2,200 
acres in six areas have been mapped for future industrial 
land, in line with recommendations made in I960 by the 
Division of Industrial Development. (The two largest in¬ 
dustrial parks are proposed for the eastern part of the 
county.) Jffl II •' 

3) What about Present Bu ildings and Practices? 

Zoning would affect only future development It 

would not require any changes in existing structures or 

activities. 


4) But, what about my Rights? 

■ , KasicaJly, you would lose only one right — the 

right to be a bad neighbor. Zoning spelU out the rules of 

LX eo aJ u'^L nWhiCh lhC C0UI « -eryonSvin^ 


^ 0W Wl11 zoning affect my Pocket-book? 


ites where thev know ihai ♦! - OJ,JIr) g- Industry prefers 

a? ^ 

ty will BaUl Coun - 

<> f roada into (lathn^J^L^Wi/h' 

"«*•»« u, work with on the r,.al ,‘fXf h ™ i ''« 
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Fast buck «* joints 

ment. Polluted rivers and streams N ln us ^ r ^ develop, 
and federal trust fund" Wgh^^ aZV™ ** 
sure death of the btianKfui ' And th e slow but 

love. 6 t>eautlful Batk County we know and 

do it for ourseJvejf f ot ^ r Possibility: if we don’t 

helter-skelter dpvp’l € ‘ sta * e (increasingly worried about 

beauty If Zn 2 and the conservation of scenic 

plans to do the i,,k J? a * ura * ^sources) is already laying 

•' or counties not now zoned. 

rp| 

don*s and IJv s do i°b the way we want it 

.* > r ow n plans for the future pow . 

a/id ? i * su P < 'rvisor know how you feel abo 1 !* 

f if Tell him L l< ? k<v P Hath Countybeauii* 

<**Mm zonimr. S 
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PLEASE REMEMBER THAT ANY ZONING 
LAW FOR RATH COUNTY WILL BK CONTROLS 
BY OllR ELECTED OFFICIALS, NAMELY, THE 
BATH COUNTY BOARD OF SIJPEBVISORS. VU 
M I) ZONING NOW FOR THE FUTURE, BUTE 

OCR FLANS CHANCE THEN THE ORDIN ANCE IS 
ALWAYS THERE AND WE CAN CHANCE IT. 





a public ser\ ice to the citizens of Rath County the 
f , outline and summary of the Proposed Zoning Ordinance 

0**1 ‘ j by the Planning Commission in January 1968, has 
* ^nared. This summary is not a full nor complete descrip 
^ the provisions of the Ordinance. It is intended only to 
0*1,''reader a general idea of what the Ordinance is and what 
lie discussed at the public meeting on September 10. Those 
«■* t0 obtain more complete information should read the 
itself. Copies are on file at the courthouse. 


TO PROMOTE THE HEALTH. SAFETY AND GENERAL 
WELFARE OF THE PUBLIC, THE PROPOSED ZONING 
OHM NANCE WOULD DIVIDE THE COUNTY INTO THE 

FOLLOWING DISTRICTS: 

l AGRICULTURAL LIMITED would cover portions of the 
'-ctupMil by open uses such as forests, parks, fai ms. a es 
■ waatama. thin district would be established to supis*r 
** ! * a l’ and future farming oi>erattorts and coiy-ei\' 4 r r 

Structures to la* frrdiil and land would he u. 

" 1 ** “ *inKk- family dwellings, general Iarming ai ‘ 

•eh'.-j* *»*1 churches, lodges and hunt clubs. 

AfJ UCULTU RAL GENERAL Cf, ^ r JJL^Turs 

tfl*- «lr»yel«>ptnc|lt euW CX|W‘lwi *- H . 

* 'Uhl auifoutMl rrMdcnlial wo uUI pTO- 

h 1 ^*'^' *-**>*, our major highways. * hl * H ** lftm> sU ch urban 

underty of tl«* t **"* 1 -..noJied with 

r t•» Uaritt >ltyh ruuiil fcailbl> I* • P _ ..mleftsHi 


’ht* rt » 


W Ld 


inf 
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ft’t 

lie 

it 


«»*r»TE THE HEALTH, SAFETY *\n 
It) pP r4RE OF THE public, the proi4kf.^ KRai 

^'[iVCE WOULD DIVIDE THE COC\tv ,\^° N,N(; 

0 ( idi> 4> following district^* ,Nrn T ”’' 


NT \ INTO the 



2. AGRICULTURAL._GUN URAL would cover areas into 

fhich urban-type development could expand as the need occurs 
Generally, it would surround residential sections and is the agri¬ 
cultural area, along our major highways. This district would pro- 
ride for the orderly expansion of the towns, confine such urban 
development to places which could feasibly be supplied with wa¬ 
ter and sewage connections as well as police and fire protection. 
Structures and land would be used for such things as single-fam¬ 
ily dwellings, general farming and forestry, schools and churches, 
pit clubs, professional offices, general stores, motels, lodges, 
rant clubs and mobile home parks. 

. f- RESIDENTIAL, LIMITED would be composed of certain 
.-density residential areas plus open areas where similar 
‘ development appears likely to occur. The regulations 
4/( . ped to stabilize and protect the essential characteristics 
for*, -•strict, to promote and encourage a suitable environment 
tad K®J y die, and to prohibit commercial activities. Structures 
Wf d * 0u]d de used for such things as single- or two-fami > 

• schools, churches, rooming houses and tourist homes. 



Vv. 


^ a r , WlH ‘ n r< s ><b ntial and commercial ^ nU w»- 

*vd‘ re timilar development seems lively ^ ^ 

4,t,< *** would protect the *-. .entud eharac _ ■' . . 


■ topment seems ~ tt, the 

^ bn rat? *‘ * HuiLible environment for h w „ u jd not 

**** Allow commercial activities ^ ^ould 

traffic and cn.wds Structures aia* jjj* rooming 

,n «W-. Liwo- m»m( moitinle family dwe ,'f.^.sionai 


b>Uri 
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a °» _»- — 7**" would M «t 

\. M . n * turr » *«d land l)W WWtlL , 
Multiple famih dwrilm*^ mm,,,,- 

*• eJut * Wd ‘dr***, pnifcnakwial 


i (iENKHAL woukd include such artivitw •« u 

W rtorea, dry dcanem and laundries, drag store*, office i».iiii 

wfs. auto ami home Xf^iiumce 


l l\l>tS1RlAI I.IM TKD would iwmut r ,ru.n infaodru. 
rirt «, wm delnurt from the rcoidrntfcl te>n.b.lity of Um 

17. ,i . I "" es » d J»f« nl to resHlontud district* l.imitalR,n* on 
suWtni j ^ imposed to protect end ftotcr adjacent 

il*nro.™r M ?. b,ll,v permitting industries to locate near 

fcw.ic a - - i ki ^ lrut lures could be erected for uses such as elec 

i ^ an ^ s * smiiJl purt.s manufacturing, automobile 
^■yanfc f C5 C ^ Sm *^ S * M> P S » pharmaceutical laboratories, lum- 
%ao e u ’ ^ stores, cabinet shops, veterinary hospitals, and 
^tion u-n , t,uses - Building permits for new industrial con 
'* be com nloti.) ^ ave to Be obtained. Permitted uses would have 
*? enci ° y r ^ nUiined within an enclosed building or within 
i n ‘ < ' s ^ 1 B.v a wall or hedgerow. Automobile junkyards 
^itioiL lstence would be allowed 3 years to screen their 
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OTHER SECTIONS OF INTEREST: 


ARTICLE 8. NON-CONFORMING USE. At the time this 
Ordinance is enacted, any legal activity being pursued or any lot 
or structure legally used in a manner which does not conform to 
this Ordinance, could be continued unless (a) any non-conform¬ 
ing use is discontinued for two years or (b) if a non-conforming 
activity were changed to a more limited non-conforming use then 
such existing use may only be changed to an even more limiting 
use. All non-conforming uses would need a zoning permit and a 
certificate of occupancy within 60 days of the adoption of this 
Ordinance and such permits shall be issued promptly upon writ¬ 
ten request of the owner or operator of a non-conforming use. 
The construction or use of a non-conforming building or land 
area for which a permit was issued prior to the adoption of this 
Ordinance could proceed, provided the building was completed 
within one year, or such use of the land was established within 
F.O days after the effective date of the Ordinance. 

Article 8 also spells out certain additional regulations for 
non-conforming structures with regard to repairs, expansion or 
enlargement, restoration or replacement, and changes in district 

Ixiundaries. 


ARTICLE 9. GENERAL PROVISIONS Z«mg 

would be issued for the construction or remodehngof buddings 
or other structures. A certificate of occupancy would be requ red 
for land to be used for buildings t o be structurall y al tfct ‘* 

changed in use. For locating hotels, motels, mobile horne parks, 
amusement parks, hog farms and sanitary land fiUs ».cond tiomd 
use permit would also be needed; this permit would besubject to 
such conditions as the Board of Supervisors might deem nects- 

' Uiry Should an application be made for any use not si^e^alb 
permitted or foreseen by this Ordinance, the request "j* 
referred to the planning commission w 'bich m turn »ou _ _ 

jU recommendation within *i0 days to the Board of hi pe 

Public hearings would also be held. 

This Section also lists minimum off-street parking for homes, 
motels, apartment buildings, churches, schools, clinics and com¬ 
mercial buildings. 


ARTICLE 11. PROV ISIONS FOR APPEAL. A 5-man 
lrfjard of Zoning Appeals would lie appointed by the county Cir¬ 
cuit Cmirl Mi intx-rs would «**rve for 5 years. The Board woukl 
>—-- decide any from any order or requirement made 
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are. for which a' p^'rnnT wL **«» 

Ordinance could proceed provided t hT^ . rLi^ ado P t *Wi of that 

-.thin y , ar . £ 55^,£°£X toMrSf ZZZZr *** 

■ A«Z±k lh . e * g * C ^ T * da,e ” f Omin«c^ " lh,n 

SaEr reSt0rat,0n ° r a.S’SS^STM 

ARTICLES GENERAL PROVISIONS Zonir* perrri** 
xvould be Issued for the construction or remodeling of buPd^ 

‘ l ,r . 1° ^ u-sed for buildin gs to be structurally allcredor 

changed m use. For locating hotels, motels, mobile home park! 
amusement parks. hog farms and sanitary iand fills a conditiona 

use permit would also be needed; this permit would be subject to 
such conditions as the Board of Supervisors might deem neees- 

cor\? . . 



Should an application be made for any use not specifically 

permitted or foreseen by this Ordinance, the request would be 
referred to the planning commission which in turn would make 
its recommendation within 30 davs to the Board of Supervisors 
Public hearings would also be held. 

This Section also lists minimum off-street parking for homes, 
motels, apartment buildings, churches, schools, clinics and com¬ 
mercial buildings. 

ARTICLE 11. PROVISIONS FOR APPEAL. A 5-man 
Board of Zoning Appeals would be appointed by the couaty Cir¬ 
cuit Court. Members would serve for 5 years. The Board would 
hear and decide any appeals from any order or requirement made 
in the administration of this Ordinance. The Board could also 
authorize in specific cases variances from the terms of this Or¬ 
dinance should it find that a strict application of the Ordinance 
would produce undue hardship, that the hardship was not shared 
generally by other properties in the same zoning district, and 
that authorization of such a variance would not substantially de¬ 
tract from the adjacent properties nor change the character of 
the district. Hearings would be held prior to the granting 1 of per- 
mission for such variances. All board meetings would be open to 
*5* Appeals to the Board would be filed within 30 days 

u! L lhe 5 ?i ninK administrator's decision had been made. The 
.. a reasonable time lor hearing the appeal, give 

r ‘^; ce '. and lhen decide the case within 60 days. The 
,r:v" V:r i8 ‘ 0 ?. COuid ** ^pealed to and be acted upon by the 
•4 th«T Hoard'* -x ' 1 ** * petition w’ere received within 30 days 


Of 


12 VIOl ATKIN AND PENALTY. Permits 
, . fre w en «»r 17uiT«Iiny^ could W issued only when they 
, I .. w,, tt thin Ordinance. If issued in c«*nrtict with 

IA * ° Ordinance, any such permit would be null and 
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I> V I r i. -:.* ” aays to the Ko»rH c 

I ubhc hearings would also be held. d of Supervisors. 

This Section also lists minimum off-street narking t v. 

motels, apartment buildings, churches seWi! r ? f homes - 
mercial buildings. 1 schoo,s » climes and com- 

ARTICLE 11. PROV ISIONS POR APPFAT a 

C^S' ST* H aPPO “ ted bj “>* COUBt v O " 

h 1 !/, M , embers woul , d serve for 5 years. The Board would 
hear and deetde any appeals from any order or requirement made 

»n the administration of this Ordinance. The Board could also 
authorize in specific cases variances from the terms of this Or¬ 
dinance should it find that a strict application of the Ordinance 
" ou ' d produce undue hardship, that the hardship was not shared 
generally by other properties in the same zoning district, and 
that authorization of such a variance would not substantially de¬ 
tract from the adjacent properties nor change the character of 
the district. Hearings would be held prior to the granting of per¬ 
mission for such variances. All board meetings would be open to 
the public. Appeals to the Board would be filed within 30 days 
after the zoning administrator's decision had been made. The 
Board would set a reasonable time for hearing the appeal, give 
public notice, and then decide the case within 60 days. The 
Board’s decision could be appealed to and be acted upon by the 
count}' Circuit Court if a petition were received within 30 days 
of the Board's action. 


ARTICLE 12. VIOLATION AND PENALTY. Permits 
or licenses for uses or buildings could be issued only when they 
were in harmony with this Ordinance. If issued in conflict with 

the terms of this Ordinance, any such permit would be null and 
void. 


ARTICLE 13. AMENDMENTS. The regulations, restric¬ 
tions and boundaries established by this Ordinance could be 
^mended, changed or repealed by the Board of Supervisors after 
the I canning Commission had held at least one public hearing 
•ind had made its recommendations regarding the change and 
a. t»*r the Board of Supervisors had itself held a public meeting. 
An affirmative vote of a majority of the Supervisors would be 
needed to amend the Zoning Ordinance. 

TO « ,l T l i5 :LK 14 ADMINISTRATION AND INTERPRETA- 

I !•«* Ordinance would be enforced by an administrator 
»,y th<‘ Board of Supervisors. His salary and tenure of 
k* controlled by the Supervisors. 

/ tmn ii,{ outlines pnicedures to follow in cases where 
mUr y are not dearly shown or described. 
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Zoning would affect only future development. It 
would not require any changes in existing structures or 
activities. 



4) But, what about my Rights? 

**•'*'• **■■*. * " m ’ ' * 

Basically, you would lose only one right — the 
right to be a bad neighbor. Zoning spells out the rules of 
a new ball game in which the county and everyone living 
in the county wins. 
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plain 
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P^KPrctivc Olivers nesnaie iu r-— 

nap whore their* is no zoning. Indu^lrv 
mpo thev know that the area will be rigorously 
ivi u hrrp their employees can find good living 


Further, without a zoning ordinance, Bath Coun¬ 
cil! off from state and federal funds for the con- 
of roads into Gathright Dam. Without these 
inds, it means our limited and stretched tax dol- 
have to be used for Gathright Dam, leaving 
o w ork with on the rest of our roads. 


I BATH COUNTY BOARD OF SuW^I 
NEED ZONING NOW FOR THE EU . V 
OUR PLANS CHANGE THEN THE 
ALWAYS THERE AND WE CAN CHANc^ 


Presented as a Public Service by the 
Bath County Chamber of Commerce 



7 ) And what ha££€ns i[ we doj^t zone Bath C 0 


--=^V? 

Rural slums. Tin can neighborhoods Ji l/T 4 
Fast buck real estate deals. Two-bit industrial a^ oint s 
ment Polluted rivers and streams. No money fr Ve V 
and federal trust funds. Higher taxes. And th* 
sure death of the beautiful Bath County wru If ° w 
love. — __ _ JHHIH 


kno 


W Ut\4 


But there is one other possibility if a , 
do it for ourselves, the state (increasingly^worried 1°"! 
helter-skelter development and the conservation of sett 

^ a * natural resources) is already lavine 
plan* to do the job for counties not now zoned. * ^ g 

done—and^bv le 5 S f° tile wa y we wantit 

‘ ur ow n plans for the future now . 

zoning and *th'p°!!I„ SU ^ erv ' s0r know how you feel about 

ful - Tell him to vote keep Bath Count y beauti ' 

~ onin?. 
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All parts of the county have much to gain f 
development planning and a zoning ordinance Actu* 
it is the less developed rural parts of the county that haw 
more to lose by not controlling development. Everybodv 
loses from cheapened real estate values. Every part of the 
county has beauty, natural charm, and resources that 
-hould be protected. We all gain from this type of com¬ 
prehensive planning. 



